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Key Verse: Key Verse: Key Verse: Key Verse:     
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:     
    
When Samuel became an old man he made his When Samuel became an old man he made his When Samuel became an old man he made his When Samuel became an old man he made his 
sons judges in his place and went home to live sons judges in his place and went home to live sons judges in his place and went home to live sons judges in his place and went home to live 
out his life. But his sons were not fair judges. out his life. But his sons were not fair judges. out his life. But his sons were not fair judges. out his life. But his sons were not fair judges. 
They would rule in favor of men who bribed They would rule in favor of men who bribed They would rule in favor of men who bribed They would rule in favor of men who bribed 
them,them,them,them, not in favor of those who were right.  not in favor of those who were right.  not in favor of those who were right.  not in favor of those who were right.     
The people were not happy with Samuel’s sons. The people were not happy with Samuel’s sons. The people were not happy with Samuel’s sons. The people were not happy with Samuel’s sons. 
One day they went to Samuel and complained. One day they went to Samuel and complained. One day they went to Samuel and complained. One day they went to Samuel and complained. 
“We need a king,” they said to him. “One who “We need a king,” they said to him. “One who “We need a king,” they said to him. “One who “We need a king,” they said to him. “One who 
will lead us into battle and keep us strong. But. will lead us into battle and keep us strong. But. will lead us into battle and keep us strong. But. will lead us into battle and keep us strong. But. 
we want you to choose the king we want you to choose the king we want you to choose the king we want you to choose the king for us.” for us.” for us.” for us.”     
Samuel didn’t want to do this. He knew God was Samuel didn’t want to do this. He knew God was Samuel didn’t want to do this. He knew God was Samuel didn’t want to do this. He knew God was 
the real king of the people. He also felt a little the real king of the people. He also felt a little the real king of the people. He also felt a little the real king of the people. He also felt a little 
hurt that the people were not happy with his hurt that the people were not happy with his hurt that the people were not happy with his hurt that the people were not happy with his 
children. children. children. children.     
But God told Samuel not to be hurt. If they But God told Samuel not to be hurt. If they But God told Samuel not to be hurt. If they But God told Samuel not to be hurt. If they 
wanted a king, God said, they could have one. wanted a king, God said, they could have one. wanted a king, God said, they could have one. wanted a king, God said, they could have one. 
BuBuBuBut first Samuel should tell them how having a t first Samuel should tell them how having a t first Samuel should tell them how having a t first Samuel should tell them how having a 
human king would hurt them. human king would hurt them. human king would hurt them. human king would hurt them.     
Samuel called all the leaders of the tribes together Samuel called all the leaders of the tribes together Samuel called all the leaders of the tribes together Samuel called all the leaders of the tribes together 
and talked to them. He said a king would take and talked to them. He said a king would take and talked to them. He said a king would take and talked to them. He said a king would take 
away their sons and make them into soldiers. A away their sons and make them into soldiers. A away their sons and make them into soldiers. A away their sons and make them into soldiers. A 
king would take their daughters and king would take their daughters and king would take their daughters and king would take their daughters and make them make them make them make them 
servants. He would take away part of their crops servants. He would take away part of their crops servants. He would take away part of their crops servants. He would take away part of their crops 
and some of their animals. “If you do this,” he and some of their animals. “If you do this,” he and some of their animals. “If you do this,” he and some of their animals. “If you do this,” he 
warned them, “there will come a time you will be warned them, “there will come a time you will be warned them, “there will come a time you will be warned them, “there will come a time you will be 
sorry. You will call on the Lord for help, and He sorry. You will call on the Lord for help, and He sorry. You will call on the Lord for help, and He sorry. You will call on the Lord for help, and He 
will not hear you.” will not hear you.” will not hear you.” will not hear you.”     
But the people would not listBut the people would not listBut the people would not listBut the people would not listen. God wanted the en. God wanted the en. God wanted the en. God wanted the 
Israelites to be a quiet people, living alone in the Israelites to be a quiet people, living alone in the Israelites to be a quiet people, living alone in the Israelites to be a quiet people, living alone in the 
mountains and worshiping Him. But they mountains and worshiping Him. But they mountains and worshiping Him. But they mountains and worshiping Him. But they 
wanted to be a great nation. God told Samuel to wanted to be a great nation. God told Samuel to wanted to be a great nation. God told Samuel to wanted to be a great nation. God told Samuel to 
do as the people said and find them a king. do as the people said and find them a king. do as the people said and find them a king. do as the people said and find them a king.     
A young man named Saul lived in the smallest A young man named Saul lived in the smallest A young man named Saul lived in the smallest A young man named Saul lived in the smallest 
of all of all of all of all the tribes, the tribe of Benjamin. He was the the tribes, the tribe of Benjamin. He was the the tribes, the tribe of Benjamin. He was the the tribes, the tribe of Benjamin. He was the 
tallest man anyone had ever seen, and very tallest man anyone had ever seen, and very tallest man anyone had ever seen, and very tallest man anyone had ever seen, and very 

handsome, but he was just a shepherd in the handsome, but he was just a shepherd in the handsome, but he was just a shepherd in the handsome, but he was just a shepherd in the 
mountains. One day when he was out looking mountains. One day when he was out looking mountains. One day when he was out looking mountains. One day when he was out looking 
for some donkeys that had wandered away, he for some donkeys that had wandered away, he for some donkeys that had wandered away, he for some donkeys that had wandered away, he 
came to Samuel’s town of Ramah. came to Samuel’s town of Ramah. came to Samuel’s town of Ramah. came to Samuel’s town of Ramah.     
WheWheWheWhen Samuel and Saul met, God told Samuel n Samuel and Saul met, God told Samuel n Samuel and Saul met, God told Samuel n Samuel and Saul met, God told Samuel 
that Saul was to be the king of Israel. This was that Saul was to be the king of Israel. This was that Saul was to be the king of Israel. This was that Saul was to be the king of Israel. This was 
not something Saul wanted. He was happy being not something Saul wanted. He was happy being not something Saul wanted. He was happy being not something Saul wanted. He was happy being 
a shepherd from a small a shepherd from a small a shepherd from a small a shepherd from a small     
tribe. After treating Saul like royalty overnight, tribe. After treating Saul like royalty overnight, tribe. After treating Saul like royalty overnight, tribe. After treating Saul like royalty overnight, 
Samuel poured oil over his head as a sign thatSamuel poured oil over his head as a sign thatSamuel poured oil over his head as a sign thatSamuel poured oil over his head as a sign that    
Saul was dedicated to God. Then he let Saul go Saul was dedicated to God. Then he let Saul go Saul was dedicated to God. Then he let Saul go Saul was dedicated to God. Then he let Saul go 
home. But before he left, Samuel told Saul many home. But before he left, Samuel told Saul many home. But before he left, Samuel told Saul many home. But before he left, Samuel told Saul many 
things that would happen on his trip home. By things that would happen on his trip home. By things that would happen on his trip home. By things that would happen on his trip home. By 
the time he was home, Samuel said, Saul would the time he was home, Samuel said, Saul would the time he was home, Samuel said, Saul would the time he was home, Samuel said, Saul would 
be filled with God’s spirit. And that is exactly be filled with God’s spirit. And that is exactly be filled with God’s spirit. And that is exactly be filled with God’s spirit. And that is exactly 
what happened, althwhat happened, althwhat happened, althwhat happened, although Saul didn’t tell anyone ough Saul didn’t tell anyone ough Saul didn’t tell anyone ough Saul didn’t tell anyone 
at home what had happened to him. He still did at home what had happened to him. He still did at home what had happened to him. He still did at home what had happened to him. He still did 
not want to be a king. not want to be a king. not want to be a king. not want to be a king.     
Soon Samuel called all the Israelites together for Soon Samuel called all the Israelites together for Soon Samuel called all the Israelites together for Soon Samuel called all the Israelites together for 
a meeting to announce the name of the new a meeting to announce the name of the new a meeting to announce the name of the new a meeting to announce the name of the new 
king. When he called for Saul, no one could find king. When he called for Saul, no one could find king. When he called for Saul, no one could find king. When he called for Saul, no one could find 
him. He had ruhim. He had ruhim. He had ruhim. He had run away and was hiding! n away and was hiding! n away and was hiding! n away and was hiding! 
Someone found him and brought him before all Someone found him and brought him before all Someone found him and brought him before all Someone found him and brought him before all 
the people. Most of the people were very pleased the people. Most of the people were very pleased the people. Most of the people were very pleased the people. Most of the people were very pleased 
with Samuel’s choice. Saul looked like a king. with Samuel’s choice. Saul looked like a king. with Samuel’s choice. Saul looked like a king. with Samuel’s choice. Saul looked like a king. 
But some of them wondered why God had chosen But some of them wondered why God had chosen But some of them wondered why God had chosen But some of them wondered why God had chosen 
such an unimportant man from a little tribe. such an unimportant man from a little tribe. such an unimportant man from a little tribe. such an unimportant man from a little tribe.     
BBBBefore the people went home Samuel told them all efore the people went home Samuel told them all efore the people went home Samuel told them all efore the people went home Samuel told them all 
the rules the king and people had to follow. He the rules the king and people had to follow. He the rules the king and people had to follow. He the rules the king and people had to follow. He 
wrote them all down in a book and offered the wrote them all down in a book and offered the wrote them all down in a book and offered the wrote them all down in a book and offered the 
book to the Lord. After 300 years of living under book to the Lord. After 300 years of living under book to the Lord. After 300 years of living under book to the Lord. After 300 years of living under 
the judges, the people of Israel had a king.the judges, the people of Israel had a king.the judges, the people of Israel had a king.the judges, the people of Israel had a king.    

 
 
 

Characters 

Samuel: God’s Prophet in Israel 

Saul: The first King of Israel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTHHIINNKK  AABBOOUUTT  IITT  
1.1.1.1. It is better to trust in God than in man because men are sinful but God is full of loveIt is better to trust in God than in man because men are sinful but God is full of loveIt is better to trust in God than in man because men are sinful but God is full of loveIt is better to trust in God than in man because men are sinful but God is full of love    
2.2.2.2. When we depend on When we depend on When we depend on When we depend on men we will be let down and oppressed but God frees usmen we will be let down and oppressed but God frees usmen we will be let down and oppressed but God frees usmen we will be let down and oppressed but God frees us    
3.3.3.3. The greatest blessing is to have King Jesus as our KingThe greatest blessing is to have King Jesus as our KingThe greatest blessing is to have King Jesus as our KingThe greatest blessing is to have King Jesus as our King    
 

TTAALLKK  AABBOOUUTT  IITT  
• Who did Samuel appoint as judge after him?   

 

 

• What was the problem with his sons?   

 

 

• What did the people want as a result of this?   

 

 

• Who should be their only King?   

 

 

• What did Samuel tell them would happen if they got a 

worldly king? 

 

 

• Who was Saul; how is he described?   

 

 

• What errand did his father send him on?   

 

 

• Who did they go to see?   

 

 

• What had God told Samuel about Saul?   

 

 

• How did Samuel honor him as a king?   

 

 

• How did Saul react to this treatment?   

 

 

• Did Saul want to be king?   

 

 

• What signs did Samuel tell Saul to watch for?   

 

 

• What is the meaning of the third sign?   

 

 

• How does the Spirit of God change us into a different 

person?   

 

 

• What work must we do once God is with us?   

 

 

• Why was it important that Saul was recognized as 

being among the prophets at the beginning of his 

kingship?   

 

 

• How did God remind them of their failing in asking for 

a king?   

 

 

• How did God show that he had chosen Saul?   

 

 

• Where was Saul when they looked for him?   

 

 

• How were the mockers actually correct?   

 

 

• What can we learn through this about accepting 

God’s kingship?   

 

 

• Why can worldly kings never be as good as God? 

 


