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Joshua 20-21

Key Verse: 21:45

Theme: Revenge is God's, Grace, God's Faithfulness
he people of Israel had

g—c many customs and laws
that seem unusual to us.

They were still a rather wild people and hard to

control. Their ideas of wrong and right were not the

same as ours, and their tribal customs were

different from our family traditions.
One of their customs was

The elders of the city of refuge would look into the
case and see if the murder was an accident or had
been done on purpose. If it had been done on purpose,
they sent the Killer out of the city, and the avenger
of blood usually got him. But if he had not meant to
kill anyone, he was allowed to stay there and farm

that of the avenger of blood,
Accidents happened in the
wilderness.  People  got
angry and Kkilled each
other. When that happened,
the victim’s tribe appointed
an avenger of blood to take
revenge. The person would
find whoever Killed their
relative and kill him in
turn. If he couldn’t find

some land especially set
aside for innocent people.
He would stay there until
the high priest of the
nation died and was
replaced by a new high
priest. When that
happened, he was free to go
home and no one could
hurt him. The six cities of
refuge were Kedesh,
Shechem, Hebron, Golan of

the person, he would Kkill a close relative. This
happened whether the first death happened on
purpose or by accident. It wasn’t a fair system and
innocent people often died.

God knew that he couldn’t order this to stop. The
people hadn't listened to Moses and they wouldn’t
listen to Joshua. But maybe he could change the
custom in such a way to protect innocent people.
After the land had been divided up, Joshua chose six
cities and made them cities of refuge. These cities
were spread around the land, so everyone was only
one or two days away from one. They were also built
on high places, so they could be seen from far away.
If a person accidentally killed another person (or
even if he did it on purpose), he would run to the
nearest city of refuge. The avenger of blood would
chase after him. If he caught the man before he got to
the city of refuge, he would Kill him. But if the man
made it safely to the city, the avenger could not do
anything.

Bashan, Ramoth of Gilead, and Bezer.

Now Joshua had to provide for the tribe of Levi, the
one of Moses and Aaron. This tribe was a tribe of
priests. They cared for the tabernacle and ran all the
services there.

Joshua didn’t want them all living in one place. He
wanted them spread across the whole land, so they
could help the :people keep the laws of God. So he set
aside little bits of land all over the country for the
tribe of Levi. A Levite would stay on one of these
plots of land and farm it for most of the year and
then go to the tabernacle and serve as a priest for a
certain part of the year.

Joshua set up the tabernacle in Shioh, near the center
of the land. This made it easy for people to come and
worship there three times a year: on Passover, the
feast of the tabernacles, and the feast of Pentecost.
In all the land of Israel this would be the only altar
for worshiping God. Now the land God had promised
the Israelites had been divided up fairly among
them. Their wandering days were over.
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Joshua knew it was
tried to avenge his dog whom Bob had accidentally
run over

1. God doesn’t like revenge
2. God has grace on us no matter what we’ve done
3. Those who receive God’s mission have the best inheritance
4. God is faithful to keep all his promises
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