

JESUS STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

Acts 7:54–8:3
Key Verse: 7:55

1.  What were “these things” that Stephen had just said (7:51–53)? How do the Sanhedrin members respond to this (7:54), and what does this show about them? 

2.  Read verse 55. How is Stephen different from these men? What can we learn here about the Holy Spirit? At this moment, what does Stephen see? What does it mean that Jesus is “standing at the right hand of God”? What does this mean to us?

3.  What does Stephen say (56)? What does he mean by calling Jesus “the Son of Man” (Luke 22:69; cf. Ps.110:1; Dan.7:9–10,13–14)? Why is this a key element of our faith in Jesus?

4.  What do the people do, and why (57–58a)? What do the witnesses do, why, and who is there (58b; cf. 8:1a; 22:20)? While being stoned, what does Stephen do (59), and how is he a model for us (cf. Luke 23:46)? What is his final act, and why is this prayer important (60; cf. Luke 23:34a)?

5.  What happens (8:1), and how is God working in this (cf. 1:8)? How is Stephen’s burial described, and why (2)? In contrast, how is Saul described (3)?
