

“OF HIS KINGDOM THERE WILL BE NO END”
God Calls Mary

Luke 1:26–38
(also read 1:46–55)
Key Verse: 1:33

1.  What is the time and place (26), and what is the significance of God sending the angel Gabriel there? How is Mary described (27)? What might her life be like at this time? 

2.  What does the angel tell Mary (28)? How does she respond, and why (29)? What does the angel repeat, and what does it mean to “find favor with God” (30)? What is God’s favor to Mary (31)? What can we learn here about receiving God’s “favor” or “grace”?

3.  What does the name “Jesus” mean? What does it mean that he is “the Son of the Most High” (32a,35)[footnoteRef:1]? What else does the angel say about Mary’s son and the kind of king he will be (32b–33a)[footnoteRef:2]? Why is his birth good news to all people (2:10–11)? [1:  See also Rom.1:4; Col.1:15; 2:9.]  [2:  See also Isa.9:6–7; 40:10–11; Jer.23:5; Eze.34:23; 1 Pet.2:25.] 


4.  How is Jesus’ kingdom described (33b)[footnoteRef:3]? Why is his kingdom the real hope for all people? How does the Bible describe the false hopes of this world (1 John 2:15–17)? In contrast, how can the hope of Jesus’ kingdom become real for us?[footnoteRef:4] [3:  See also Dan.2:44; 7:14,18; Rev.11:15; 21:3–4.]  [4:  See John 3:3; 1 Pet.1:3–4,23.] 


5.  What does Mary ask, and why (34)? How does the angel explain, and what does this mean (35)? What else does he tell her, and why (36–37)? How does Mary respond (38), and what does she mean? How could Mary respond to God’s calling like this, and what can we learn from her?
