
  
 

“FOR ALL THE PEOPLE” 
The Shepherds’ Joy 

 
Luke 2:8–20 
Key Verse: 2:11 
 

1.  Where does this take place, who is there, and what are they doing (8)? What is their 
culture’s view of shepherds? What happens, how do they respond, and why (9)? How 
does the angel reassure them (10)? Why are the words “for all the people” emphasized? 
 

 
2.  What is the “good news of great joy” (11)? What does it mean that Jesus is born in “the 

city of David” (Matt.2:4–6)? That he is “Savior” (Matt.1:21)? That he is “Christ the Lord” 
(Rev.19:16)? That he is “born unto you”? 

 
 

3.  What else does the angel tell the shepherds (12), and what would be so unusual about 
this? What happens next, and why (13–14)? Why does Jesus’ birth bring such glory to 
God? Why is this peace only among those who please God? 

 
 

4.  How do the shepherds respond, and what do they do (15–16)? What do they do next 
(17)? How does this deepen their faith, and what can we learn here? 

 
 

5.  How do people respond (18)? How does Mary respond, and why (19)? In the end, how 
are the shepherds described, and how can we experience this (20)? 


